The CIHR is proposing numerous changes to its governing structure, including a new requirement for many grant recipients to find matching funds. That requirement is particularly problematic for Aboriginal health research projects, which typically address health disparity and are not geared to generating profit -a prime motivation for many private-sector funding sources, says Dr. Laura Arbour, a professor in the Department of Medical Genetics at the University of British Columbia.
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For example, Arbour investigates the causes and predisposition to sudden arrhythmic death from Long QT syndrome in a First Nations' population in Northern BC, which she says would be unlikely to interest industry because it is such a small and specific population.
Much of the motivation for the CIHR changes appears to be cost-cutting, Arbour told CMAJ in an interview. "The problem is that ... it's short-term cost-saving, which in the long run is going to cost our system so much more," she says.
Other proposed CIHR changes that the steering committee says will disproportionately affect Aboriginal health research and health outcomes include: 
